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How can the EU ensure a better and compelling working and studying opportunities for newer generations regardless of their geographic predisposition?

Submitted by: [Matteo Andreozzi, Aurora Bertini, Wisdom Ekwunife, Sofia Pantera, Penelope Maria Pizzi, Nicolas Emil Riva]


The European Youth Parliament aims to reverse the trend of youth-led rural depopulation by providing all young people opportunities for work, study, and living regardless of their geographic location. We emphasise the importance of incentives for rural 5G deployment and policies promoting gender equality in rural entrepreneurship and cultural vibrancy to make rural areas more attractive and future-oriented. Thus, we focus on bridging the gap between urban and rural areas by ensuring the latter access to essential public services, including efficient health care and reliable transport, alongside robust high-speed digital infrastructure,

because

A. Rural youth struggle with limited cultural and recreational options[footnoteRef:1], causing a monotonous daily life that often pushes them to transfer to the city, [1:  According to the report carried out by the Council of Europe published on 7th May 2025: https://www.coe.int/en/web/youth/-/young-people-from-rural-areas-must-have-better-access-to-rights-and-essential-services-more-actively-participate-in-economic-social-and-political-life-council-of-europe-says] 

B. The absence of structured school‑work alternation programmes and training centres exposes young people to fewer professional opportunities[footnoteRef:2] , particularly in countries like Romania, Italy, Bulgaria, Hungary and Spain, [2:  According to the research carried out by the European Commission published on 9th January 2023:
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/international-learning-mobility-lack-language-skills-and-information-discourage-rural-areas-students-2024-01-09_en] 

C. Low digitalisation in rural areas restricts remote work and digital education, particularly in Bulgaria and Romania[footnoteRef:3], where residents have significantly lower digital skills than in urban areas, [3:  According to the report carried out by the Urban-rural Europe digital society, pages 11-12, published in May 2024: https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/SEPDF/cache/112340.pdf] 

D. The lack and displacement of public services and infrastructures, including transport and schools[footnoteRef:4], is resulting in a decline in the population in rural areas of Southern and Eastern Europe, [4:  According to the report carried out by the European Union published on 18th November 2023: https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/news/opportunities-and-challenges-remote-rural-areas-european-union_en] 

E. With fewer than 16.5%[footnoteRef:5] of workers employed in the primary sector, the northern and central NUTS 3[footnoteRef:6] regions illustrate a marked decline in traditional forms of employment, [5:  According to the report carried out by the Eurostat on 11th October 2023:
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/w/ddn-20231011-1]  [6:  NUTS 3 regions: EU’s smallest statistical area (150,000 to 800,000 inhabitants): https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/nuts] 

F. In 2024, 81% of households in urban areas across the EU had 5G access as opposed to 46%[footnoteRef:7] in rural zones, 	 [7:  According to the report carried out by the International Communication Union (ITU) published in 2024: https://www.itu.int/itu-d/reports/statistics/2024/11/10/ff24-mobile-network-coverage/] 

G. In the EU, women run approximately 30% of farms but own only 13% of farmland[footnoteRef:8], indicating a significant gender gap in rural entrepreneurship and access to resources, [8:  According to the report carried out by the European Parliament, page 37, paragraph 2.3, published in May 2019: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/608868/IPOL_STU%282019%29608868] 

H. In rural Romania[footnoteRef:9] and Bulgaria, underfunded and poorly organized health care systems limit residents’ access to medical services and health care professionals, [9:  According to the report carried out by the World Health Organisation published on 29th August 2022: https://www.who.int/europe/news/item/29-08-2022-out-of-pocket-payments-for-health-care-in-romania-undermine-progress-towards-universal-health-coverage] 

I. Bureaucratic inefficiency[footnoteRef:10] limits access to EU funds, suppressing rural innovation and farm productivity; [10:  According to the report carried out by Farm Europe published on 6th February 2024:
https://www.farm-europe.eu/news/production-norms-meaning-multiplication-as-well-as-red-tape-issues/] 


by
1. Proposing to the Directorate-General for Budget (DG BUDG) to enhance leisure-oriented opportunities for young people in rural areas, through:
a) the transformation of abandoned buildings into cultural centres,
b) the creation of simplified EU funding schemes for towns under 10,000 inhabitants;
2. Recommending Member States' Education and Labour Ministries to decree the creation of structured dual education systems based upon the German model[footnoteRef:11], with certified training quality; [11:  According to the article “Dual vocational training in Europe” by the Goethe Institut on: https://www.goethe.de/ins/in/en/spr/led/dbd.html#accordion_toggle_26836552_1] 

3. Soliciting the European Commission to collaborate with Member States on a locally Europe-wide Industry-School Exchange Pilot Programme for short-term secondments of industry experts to schools and teacher placements in companies, through the support of mutual accreditation and regular evaluation;
4. Suggesting to the Directorate-General for Communications Networks, Content and Technology (DG CONNECT) to implement accessible and structured digital-skills programmes aimed at equipping rural youth with essential technological competences, through:
a) basic digital literacy courses,
b)  intermediate Information and Communication Technology (ICT) modules supported by structured training formats, including guided workshops, blended-learning sessions, and modular competence-building courses,
c) advanced learning pathways using modern digital tools such as coding platforms, virtual labs, educational applications focused on data analysis, cybersecurity, and cloud fundamentals;
5. Exhorting Interreg Europe[footnoteRef:12] to strengthen regional cooperation, aiming to help public administrations in the design of more efficient and user-friendly digital services for residents; [12:  Interreg Europe: EU program for interregional policy exchange and cooperation:
https://www.interregeurope.eu/find-policy-solutions/policy-briefs/digital-transformation-of-public-services
] 

6. Calling upon the Directorate-General for Mobility and Transport (DG MOVE) to facilitate the establishment of a bus network connecting rural and urban areas upon request, to enhance accessibility and reduce isolation from developed cities;
7. Asking Member States’ Ministries of Finance and Development to fund incentives to attract more teachers to rural areas, through benefits such as accommodation as part of the job offers;
8. Calling for the Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion (DG EMPL) to extend the Erasmus Plus VET[footnoteRef:13] strand to include specific modules for green and digital transition skills in NUTS 3 regions; [13:  Erasmus+ VET is the vocational education and training strand of Erasmus+: https://www.uniser.net/erasmus-vet-projects-what-is-vocational-education-training-programme/] 

9. Appealing to Member States’ Education and Labour Ministries to prescribe the creation of advanced vocational training curricula focused on tertiary sector skills such as Information Technology (IT) coding and digital marketing;
10. Inviting the Directorate-General for Regional and Urban Policy (DG REGIO) to provide targeted incentives for telecom operators in rural areas, such as the use of grant-based initiatives supporting CAPEX[footnoteRef:14] and backhaul deployment[footnoteRef:15], following the example of Italy[footnoteRef:16] and Spain[footnoteRef:17], to guarantee a better quality of life; [14:  CAPEX: capital expenditure, money spent on long-term assets, including infrastructure or equipment: 
https://www.business.hsbc.uk/en-gb/insights/growing-a-business/what-are-capital-expenditures]  [15:  Backhaul: link between the antennas and the main network: https://kb.netgear.com/000064886/What-is-backhaul]  [16:  The “Bando 5G Backhaul” program provides grants to support backhaul link deployment for rural 5G sites: https://www.fibercop.com/en/pnrr-calls/piano-italia-5g-backhaul-en/]  [17:  According to the report by the “Guía de Financiación Comunitaria”, the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) is a funded rural broadband scheme that subsidizes operators to expand high-speed and 5G coverage in underserved areas, published on 17th October 2022: https://www.guiafc.es/en/ayudas-del-mecanismo-de-recuperacion-a-la-banda-ancha-en-las-zonas-rurales-espanolas/] 

11. Urging the European Commission to amend the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) regulation through the introduction of a mandatory gender equality scoring bonus;
12. Encouraging the European Parliament's Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM) to promote tax incentives for women entrepreneurs wishing to invest in agriculture;
13. Prompting Member States’ Health Ministries to create Regional Health Personnel Hubs that centrally manage, and dynamically rotate specialist doctors and nurses between urban and rural facilities to ensure equitable coverage;  
14. Requesting the Directorate-General for Health & Food Safety (DG SANTE) to finance mobile medical units equipped with advanced telemedicine technology to reach the most remote rural communities;
15. Advising the Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural Development (DG AGRI) to create a dedicated mechanism aimed at establishing:
a) a unified and optimised digital platform designed to support farmers across all EU Member States in applying for, managing, and reporting on Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) funding, thereby facilitating clearer procedures and improving access to financial resources,
b) support centres and intermediary roles to assist rural residents and farmers in navigating administrative procedures, ensuring more effective access to public services and reducing the risk of bureaucratic delays.



